Aspiration biopsy of the breast tumors. Analysis of diagnostically difficult cases.
In this paper the authors described those of the breast fine needle aspirates which were difficult for interpretation e.g. clear-cut differentiation between benign and malignant character of the lesion could not be made. There were 40 such cases (1.96%) out of 2332 breast tumors biopsied between 1987-1989. In the cases that proved to be malignant on histology the authors described cytological features which speak in favour of malignancy. In the group of smears which proved to be benign on histology the authors described the features that imitate atypia and should not be misdiagnosed as malignant. The described criteria may be of some help in cytological diagnosis of breast masses.